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MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 


MEMBERSHIPS fall into the following categories: Life - $200.00;^ 
Contributing - $20.00; Active - $10,00; Joint (husband and wife) - $12.00; 
Student - $3.00; Corresponding (residing over 20 miles from Hamilton) and 
Senior Citizens - $5*00. 


The Hamilton Naturalists’ Club is interested in promoting public interest 
in the appreciation, study and conservation of our native heritage. Meetings 
are held monthly from September to May inclusive and VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WEL 
COME. Currently held sanctuaries are maintained at Spooky Hollow and Short 
Hills Wilderness Area. 


The Club is now in its 60th year and will be celebrating its DIAMOND 
JUBILEE at the April meeting on Monday, April 9, 1979. Why not join us? 

For further information contact our Membership Secreatary, Miss Phyllis 
Vhir, 1854 Main St. West, Apt.#514, Hamilton, Ont, L8S 1H8 (Phone 529-4784). 


"The woods, would be very silent if no birds sang there except those 
who sang the best." ------- John James Audubon 
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HAMILTON NA TURALISTS ; CLUB EXECUTIV E - 1978-79 


President 
Past President 
1st Vice Pres. 
2nd Vice Pres. & 
Programme 
Treasurer 
Secretary 


- Mr. Robert Curry„ 92 Hostein Drive, Ancaster, Ont. L9G 2S7 

- Mr. James Dowall, 29 Emerson St., Hamilton, Ont. LBS 2X2 

- Miss Hazel Broker, 52 Paisley Ave. S., Hamilton, Ont. L8S 1V3 

- Mr, Ford Smith, 560 Torrance St.#708, Burlington, Cnt. L7R 2R9 

- Dr. Wm. Schlatter, 44 Cait Court, Ancaster, Ont. LSG 1K4 

- vacant; Mrs. Marion Shivas acting at present. 


- - Directors - 4 

Membership - Miss Phyllis Vair, 1854 Main St. W. $514, Hamilton, Ont.LQS 1H8 

Publicity - Mr, Wm, Ai Tindale, R, R» #2, Campbellville, Ont. LOP 1B0 

Sanctuary - Mrs, Marion Shivas, 18 Rowanwood Ave., Dundas, Ont, L9H 4E1 

Conservation - Mr. Bruce Duncan, Box 512, Caledonia, Ontario NOA 1A0 

V/ood Duck Editor - Mr. Ron Hepworth, 259 Euston Road, Burlington, Ont. L7L 4V8 

Field Events - Mr. Bruce Mackenzie, West Flamboro P.O., Ontario LOR 2K0 

Social - vacant, volunteers needed 

* * * * *.*■*•** * * * 


•; . . : WE LCOME TO THESE NEW MEMBE RS ' - ' ■■■ 

Ms. Heather L. Nutbeem, 1856 Main St. W. #506, Hamilton, Ontario L8S 1H9 

Mr.. C. Klaver, TJilenstede 40, 1183 AJ Amstelveen, Netherlands 

Mrs. Louise Klinghoffer, 75 Bold St.,.$904, Hamilton, Ontario L8P 1T7 


FROM THE. EDITOR 


COLLATING SCHEDUL E 

This month’s' issue was collated and mailed with the help of Marg Firth, 

Pat Goldring, and'John and Kay Ryckman, along with our regular Sheila Forbes. 

We appreciate your help . We have scheduled for next month’s team the following. 

Monday, March 2 6 - Bob Stamp, Laurel North, and Evelyn Morris. 

Additional help would be welcomed on this team since they will be doing 
the anniversary issue and extra work may be involved. If you could spare the 
time please Contact' Sheila' Forbes at 106'Reding Road, Ancaster, Ont. (Phone 648- 

2859').* ' '. ; .y , ‘ - 

The final team for the season is scheduled as follows: ■.... • hi 

Monday, April 30 : Ruth Lenz, Bob Stamp and Jim Dowall'. • ?. 

ARTISTS TAKE'NOTE • • . ru; • > : . •" V ■ ‘ ' - 

You may have noticed the feeble efforts of your editor in producing a back 
cover page for the WOOD DUCK. I'm sure there are much better artists and designers 
out there who. could improve on this. What I would like to.see is -some submissions 
from you members on a back cover page to dress up the WOOD, DUCK. Let’s see what 
you can produce and we'll do our best to incorporate them into the back cover or 
even on the front cover for that matter.' A different design every few months 
would be a welcomed addition to the ; WOOD'DUCK. Send your designs to the editor, 
and we’ll have them stenciled and credited to your name. 



Cottage For Rent: Paul & Connie Kitney have a cottage located on Lake Huron at 
Little Red Bay which is available to naturalists by the week. There are 3 bedrooms, 
heaters, swimming, fishing, fe/wk. For details write editor for brochure or call 
them at (416) 358-6340. - 6585 Culp St., Niagara Falls, Ont. L2G 2C3 
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EVENTS FOR !1ARCH 


MONT H L Y GENERAL MEETING 
Date and Time 


MONTHL Y GENERAL MEETING 
MONDAY, MARCH 12- 1979 at 8:00 P.M. 


Place 


Speaker 
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S pecial Reminder 
iftext Meeting 


visitors meows 


Royal Botanical Gardens Centre (new wing) 

680 Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario 

DR. VERNA HIGGINS will give a talk illustrated with 
slides on the subject 

" BIRDING DOWN UNDER ” 

Dr. Higgins is an experienced birder and has travelled 
to Australia, New Zealand, Fiji and Hawaii. Come and 
join us for this birding adventure and stay for fellow¬ 
ship and refreshments afterwards. 

Monday, April 9, 1979 - A Special Anniversary Program 
"Diamond Jubilee Year" 

STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHAMENTS 


CLUB FIEJJ) EVENTS CLUB FIELD EVENTS CLUB FIELD EVENTS 

SUNDAY. MARCH 11, 1979 AT liOO P.M . 

Ow l Prowl : Last year four species were seen on this hike. This year we 
are hoping for five or six. Meet at the Dundurn Castle Parking Lot. 
Leader: to be announced. 


SUNDAY, MARCH 25. 1979 AT 8:00 A .M. 

Long Po i nt Waterfowl: This should be near the peak of the waterfowl 
migration. Meet at the Mountain Plaza, Fennell and Upper James St, 
Hamilton. Bring a lunch. 

Leader: Barry Jones Phone (519) 586-3647 


SUNDAY. APRIL 8. 1979 AT 7:00 A.M, 

Iroq uois N ational Wildlife■Refug e, New York State. See one of the largest 
goose migration spectacles on the continent. Meet at the Eastgate Square 
Parking Lot - south-east corner. Bring a lunch. 

Leader: Bruce Mackenzie Dundas 627-0548 


EVENTS AT THE R.B.G. 

MARCH 1 0 -11. 17-18. 24-25, 51-APRIL 1. 1979 

Maple Syrup Tour and Exhibit - A guided tour begins the maple season on 
Mar. 10 at Rock Chapel, with wagon rides from the parking lot to the shanty 
10:30 a.m, returning from 12:15 p.m. The tour will cover all phases of 
maple syrup making from tree tapping to taffy sampling. Exhibit opens from 
10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Maple products and pancakes will be available at 
the site. Mr. John Lamoureux. 

=r======z-====:-=^= (continued on page 106) 
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B IRD STUDY WORKSHOPS 

One or two four-day sessions of ornithological training, each for up to 6 
students aged 14 through 16, will be held at the Long Point Bird Observatory in 
late June, or late August 1979> or both (exact dates to be announced later). 

These workshops will include an intensive introduction to techniques of censusing, 
trapping and banding birds, preparation of specimens, and an introduction to bird 
identification and behaviour. All training will be under the direction of ex¬ 
perienced ornithologists. The course is intended for young people who already 
have some knowledge of birds and have a serious interest in learning more about 
field ornithology and bird study. Successful completion of the course will help 
qualify students for positions at the Observatory as summer assistants. 

The cost of the course will be $35-00 including room and board at the 
Observatory Headquarter’s. 

Because we hope the participants will have a genuine interest in working 
with birds, we require each applicant to write a letter stating name, age and 
address, and explaining the extent of his or her background and interest in birds. 
The letter should also give the name and address of an adult (preferably a teacher 
or naturalist acquaintance) who could provide a recommendation. Applications 
should be sent by May 1, 1979 to: Bird Study Workshop, Long Point Bird Observatory, 
P.0. Box 160, Port Rowan, Ontario WOE 1M0. 


C ALLING ONTARIO ORHITHOLOGISTS 

The annual get-together of Ontario ornithologists v/ill be held this year at 
York University, Keele St. Campus, Downsview, on Saturday, April 7, 1979- It is 
co-sponsored by the Department of Biology, York University, and the Wildlife 
Branch, Ministry of Natural Resources. 

Sessions will take place in Room D, Stedman Lecture Hall. Two sessions are 
planned; in the morning 9:30 to 12:00 and in the afternoon 13:00 until 17:30. 

An informal buffet and cash bar are tentatively planned for early evening. Arran¬ 
gements are being made for lunch in a nearby college. 

Registration will be in the foyer from 8:30 a.m. Registration fee is $2.00 
per person. 

Please submit titles for papers and abstracts before March 2, 1979 to Dr. 
David Fowle, Department of Biology, York University, 4700 Keele Street, Downsview, 
Ontario, M3J 1N9. 

Twenty minutes have been allotted to each presentation. Please give serious 
consideration to presenting a report of your work at the meeting. The abstracts 
will be circulated to those in attendance. 

Please advise anyone who may be interested in the meeting. Further informa¬ 
tion may be obtained from David Fowle or Ted Miller at York University, 667-3456, 
or from Gerald McKeating and David Euler, at the Wildlife Branch, Ministry of 
Natural Resources, 965-4251- 



R.B.G, Events -(continued) 


MARCH 13. 1979 

Library Orientation : The Library has moved. Here's an opportunity to get 
acquainted with the new Library. Learn how to find answers to your, quest¬ 
ions or where to find books of special interest. Meet Tuesday, Mar, 13, 
at 8:00 p.m. in the Library. Mrs. Ina Yrugtman. 
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***** VL ET '.S, CELEBR ATB_SIXTY_YEARS ****** 

-> :- iss. - You are invited to attend r 

4 0 'ft DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS V/ L> '.( 

r $ v. p ° f the i !i \ .r % 

Hamilton Naturalists' Club 

OPEN HOUSE at ; the ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS CENTR E on APRIL 9. 1979 at 8 p.m. 

Circle this date on your calendar and plan to be there. Bring your friends too. 

Chairman ; 'Hazel Broker, 52 Paisley Ave. S., Hamilton, Ont. 527-0333 
Co-Chairman : Bill Campbell, R.R. #3? Dundas, Ont. 648-1302 

Plans for our Diamond Jubilee Celebrations are now under way. The Committee 
chairmen would like your help. Call immediately or sign up at the March meeting. 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN 


Invitations; Mary Lidgey, 17 Miles Court, Hamilton, Ont. 529-1594 

W elcomin g: Betty and Percy Uykes, 12 Shirley St., Dundas, Ont. 627-1508 
Name Tags : Shirley Element, 1375 Mountain Grove, Burlington 634-8062 
S ocial : Jo Harschnitz, 84 Leslie Ave., Hamilton, Ont. 389-1886 

Wine & C h eese Tabl e: volunteers needed 

Dis plays : Norman Pomfret, 35 West 4th St., Hamilton, Ont. 385-2005 

Slide Shows : 

Birds: Barry Cherriere, 506-375 Queenston Rd., Hamilton 560-7476 
Plants: Phyllis Morrow, 25-20 Duke St., Hamilton, Ont. 529-9026 

Club Activities: Betty LeWarne, 53 Binkley Cresc.,Hamilton 527-2279 
Wood Duck : Ron Hepworth, 259 Euston Road, Burlington, Ont. 632-7694 
Spectator Publicity: Dave Copeland, 28 Sandalwood Ave, Ham. 383-5515 


CA N YOU HELP? 

1. By volunteering your services to assist on a committee. 

2. By loaning 35mm slides for the slide shows. 

3* By displaying your collections of plants, butterflies, stamps, etc., etc., 
handcraft3, paintings, photographs, etc. 

4. By donating a pan of squares or cookies. 

Become involved and help to make this evening a night to remember. 

Diamond Jubilee Committe Chairman, 

Hazel Broker - 527-0333 

************* 

====== - -— - ! ********** 

* * * 

JUNIOR CONSERVATIONIST AWARD PROGRAM 

Each year the Conservation Authorities Branch of the Ministry of Natural 
Resources offers a seven-week program for young people from 16-18, combining a 
working and learning experience in conservation and resource management. Its 
purpose is to stimulate, through an active summer program, a continuing interest 
in the wise management of our natural environment. 

The first week is spent in orientation and skill development seminars; five 
weeks are devoted to the project study and one week is set aside for a canoe or 
hiking trip. Applicants must be sponsored by a conservation agency such as the 
H.N.C. and must have demonstrated an interest in conservation. 

For further information contact our club president, Bob Curry at 648-6895. 






CORRESPONDENCE 


108 

CORRESPONDENCE 


CORRESPONDENCE 


BIRDING NEWS FROM HOLLAND 

Our newest member, C. Klaver, from Amstelveen, the Netherlands writes that, 
because of the bad weather in Europe a few weeks ago, birding in his area has been 
exciting, (Amstelveen is about 12 km south-east of Amsterdam) 

"We have an influx of the rough-legged hawk (Bute olagopus ), the short-eared 
owl ( Asio flammeus ) from northern Europe and even 8 +/- great bustards (otis_tnrda) 
from Eastern Europe." 

"But the greatest thrills of this winter were up till now: a white-billed 
diver (Gavia adamsii), a golden eagle ( Aquila ohrysaet os) and the most important 
a pallas 1 sea eagle (Haliaetu a leucoryphus )!I As far as I know this bird has been 
spotted in Europe only four times and this is the first winter observation. As 
you may understand, we are very proud to have this juvenile species here,^ We have 
already alarmed the leading birds of prey specialists in Europe. I expect them 
to fly over to Holland this weekend." 

Mr. Klaver expects to visit Canada for the third time, maybe this summer, and 
hopes to bird in the Hamilton area. VJe welcome him to the H.N.C. and wish him 
good birding in Canada. 

********************** 

********** 

ABOUT PESTICIDES 


Over fifty of the injured birds brought to our home for care last year were 
suffering from toxic chemical poisoning. These birds are a sad sight, usually in 
convulsions or legs completely paralized. Nothing can be done to help them there¬ 
fore they are humanely put to sleep. 

Winter weather will be with us for a few weeks yet so we might consider the 
following reading. There are two books available that are well worth reading and 
free of charge if the time is taken to write for them. 


Book 1 - "Chemical Safety Handbook" - Obtained by writing to the Ministry of 
the Environment, Pesticides Control Section, 135 St. Clair Ave. W ., 
Toronto, Ontario K4V 1P5* 

Book 2 - "Insect, Disease and Weed Control in the Home Garden",- Obtained on 
request to the Ministry of Agriculture and Pood, 1200 Bay St., 
Toronto, Ontario 147A 1A5. 

Many pesticides on the market are very harmful to wildlife and household pets 
who roam where the spray or other chemical has been used. 


If you have to use pesticides read and heed the label. 

The following chemical compounds are known to be toxic to birds. 

Aldicarb (Temik), Aldrin, Arsenicals, Azinphos-methyl, Baygon, carbofuran 
(Puradan), Chlordane, Demeton 1 and 11, DDT, Demethoate, Systox, Diazinon, 
Dieldrin, Endosulfan (Thiodan), Endrin, Ethion, Fenaminosulfan, Fenitrothion, 
Penthion, Ponofos, Methidation (Supracide), Methomyl (Lannate), Methoxchlor, 
Mevinphos (Phosdrin), Parathion, Phosphamidon, Trichlorfon, Zectran. 

Many pesticides are toxic to honey bees and other beneficial insects. The 
farmer, bee keeper, and pest control operator must co-operate closely to keep the 
losses of beneficial insects to a minimum. Por the protection of these insects, 
only the safest materials should be used. 

Do not apply insecticides while tree fruits are in bloom. It is an offence 
in Ontario to do so under the Bees Act. by p a t gmith, Oakville. 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 


Number of species recorded to February 15 , 1979 _ 7 9 
“ indicates first record for the year 
Pied-billed Grebe Ian. l*-27 . 2 Desjardins Sewage Canal Michael Clark 


Great Blue Heron Jan. 

. 12# 

Mute Swan 

Feb. 

3 


Feb. 

10 

Whistling Swan 

Feb. 

10# 

Pintail 

Jan. 

13 

White-w. Scoter 

• Feb. 

10# 

Sharp-sh. H awk 

; Feb. 

10 

Rough-1. Hawk 

Jan. 

27 # 

March Hawk 

Jan. 

16 # 

Ring-n. PheasantJan. 

20 

Glaucous Gull 

Feb. 

10 

Long-eared Owl 

Jan. 

13 


Jan. 

13 

Short-eared Owl 

Jan. 

27#- 

Belted 

Jan. 16-26 

Kingfisher 

Jan. 

20 

Y.Tehh JFlicker 

Jan. 

14 


Jan. 

16 

Pileated Wdpkr. 

Jan. 

18 

Red-bellied 

Feb. 

12 # 

Woodpecker 



N. Horned Lark 

Jan. 

27* 

H orned Lark 

Jan. 

21 


Feb. 

3 

Red-br. Nuthatch Jan. 

28 

Brown Creeper 

Jan. 

13 

N. Mockingbird 

Jan. 

19 


J an. 

21 

Northern 

Jan. 

16 

Shrike 

Jan. 

20 


Jan.22-30 

Br.-h. Cowbird 

Jan. 

28 

Rose-breasted 

Feb. 

4* 

® Grosbeak 



Evening 

Feb. 

3 

Grosbeak 

Feb. 

10 

Purple Finch 

Feb. 

9 

Pine Siskin 

Feb. 

4* 

Field Sparrow 

Jan. 

30# 

Lapland LongspurJan. 

21 * 

Snow Bunting 

Jan. 

21 * 


Feb. 

3 


Feb. 

4 


Feb. 

8 

Please send your 

' bird 

reco: 


2 
1 
6 
1 
1 
5 

1000 

1 

4 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

■ 1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

20 

30 

IS 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

10 

male 


Lilac Dell R.B.G. 
Coronation Park 
Bronte 
Bronte 

Bronte Harbour 
Lake at Beach Canal 
Bronte Harbour 
Binbrook 
Y ork, Ont. 

Adams Rd. Brantford 
Bronte Harbour 


Rick & Marg Ludkin 
Verne Evans 
David Agro 
David Agro 
Verne Evans 
Robert Curry 
David Agro 
Bob Westmore 
R. & M. Ludkin 
Faye Hepworth 
David Agro 
Verne Evans 


Upper Middle Road 
Headon Rd., Burlington Verne Evans 
W of Binbrook Rese'rvoir R. Westmore 
Desjardins Sewage Canal Gerald Chappie 
Burloak Woods Ron Hepworth 

Becket's Drive R. & M. Ludkin 

Hwy. 8 above Dundas Tom & Anne Reid 
Indiana Rd., Y ork R. & M. Ludkin 
at feeder at Taquanyah Bruce Duncan 
Conservation Area. Cayuga 


S of Carluke 
Aberfoyle 
E of Kirkwall 
Upper Middle Road 
Upper Middle Road 
Dundas 

Hopkins Ct., Dundas 
Hwy. 8 above Dundas 
Sydenham St.. Dundas 
Bayview Rd. Oakville 
Cedar Ave , Burlington Ruth Summers 
Rosedene Ave. Hamilton Elsie Pretty 


Bob Westmore 
R. Westmore 
G. & Nina Chappie 
Verne Evans 
Verne Evans 
G. & N. Chappie 
G. & N. Chappie 
T. & A. Reid 
G. & N. Chappie 
Ken Tuffs 


31 Hwy. 52 at Cone. 7 
16 Hwy 8 above Dundas 
2 Eagle Dr., Burlington 
30 Cedar Springs 
1 Grimsby Beach 
4 Aberfoyle 
40 Aberfoyle 
90 E of Kirkwall 
47 Southcote 
80 Hwy. 5 at Brock Road 


G. & N. Chappie 
T. & A . Reid 
Laurel North 
John Olmsted 
George Meyers 
Bob Westmore 
Bob Westmore 
J . & N . Chappie 
G. & N. Chappie 
Tom & Anne Reid 


857 Eagle Drive, Burlington, Ont., L7T 3A3, or phone 634-5463 


North, 
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SPOOF' 7 "OTjI.O 1 ’ P AUCTUAPY 
'Tormandale, Ontario 

T 'ey to trails 

- r r>.trance 

1 T r XXmT!ngCTOPr2!^ Land on Uay (Main) 

... ... Carolinian Loop 

Leatherwood Lane 

- Oak Circles 


■ c Tb ? J , ny of >.f/^fifALP - 1.073 

During ''ay-Peptember, 1973, M r. Craig 
Campbell of T, aterloo was hired to conduct 
a Purvey of Spooky T1 ollow Sanctuary 
entailing the flora and fauna of the 
^TPJofperty. Following is renort received 
T . on the mammal population. In due course., 

OUSP 

■eports will be presented on the birds 
pr s 

, and flora . 


WP1ALS 

All observations of mammals that were considered significant were recorded 
xn the field. In. addition, with permission from the club executive,, snap and 
live trapping was carried out. The former was necessary to ascertain the 
identity of certain burrowing mammals which are difficult to trap above ground. 
The live trapping was attempted with empty cans sunk, in the ground. An effort 
was made to trap, hy both methods,, the main representative habitats of the 
sanctuary and its environs, from the sand, dunes to the north to the meadow and 
swamp at the south. Trapping was carried out on the nimhts of 13-14 July, 

?o-29 July and 16-17 August total 363 traps out for one night each. 

Specimens collected were prepared by '"r, 11 . C. P.rooman, experienced 
mamma!ogist of Waterloo s and. are temporarily (*) in his collection, My, 
n rooman and n r. Oeorge Francis (from University of -’aterloo) voluntarily assisted 
with the trapping on one occasion, each. 

(*) Sanctuary director's note - board agreed at meeting of 

January 3. l 0 7 o that specimens collected are to be ultimately 
turned over to "oyal Ontario Museum, Toronto. Ur. Campbell 
was advised of this decision on February 3, 1^7°. M.S,Fhivas 

Order Insectivora , Insectivores 

Family Soricidae , Shrews 

Short-tailed Shrew , Plarina brevica uda t alpoi d.es 

One of the commonest small mammals of the sanctuary, it occurs from 
the northern upland mixed woods along the Landon T rail to the meadow 
at the south edge of the property. Its runways were noticed in the 
deciduous leaf litter and pine needles of the upland woods, and also 
in the fine grass and horsetails of the meadow. A total of six were 
trapped, including, one each from burrows of theUairy-tailed and Star- 










Ill 


nosed moles. This sbrew mas to be expected in such habitats in this 
part of southern Ontario., even in the tunnels of moles (^enfield 
1°74). a voucher specimen is Fo. 471 in the R. C. Rrooman collection. 

Family, Talpidae , Moles 

Hairy-tailed. Mole , Parascalops breweri 

Partial to sandy loams, this restricted species has been previously 
recorded from the general area of Norfolk region (Peterson 1966) and 
from Fisher Glen (three POM specimens). We noted a colony in the 
sandy loatn of a large grassy clearing west of Oak Circles, and 
sometimes saw tunnels in the oak-white pine-maple forest on sandy 
soil along Landon Trail. In such an area, on a ridge top we trapped 
one specimen (Fo. 470 in P. C. Rrooman collection). 

ftar-nosed Mole , Condylura cristata cristata 

Partial to wet soils, avoided by other moles (Peterson 1966), 
this mole may be slightly more northern in its range in southwestern 
Ontario than P. breweri (compare range maps in Peterson 1966). Star-nosed 
Moles have been reported from Fisher Glen by Snyder (1°31) and by Mrs. M. 
Fhivas who found one dead, at the main entrance to Spooky Follow, 

30 September, 197S. w e noted, the workings of this mole on the northwest 
side of Landon Trail near the entrance sign in May 1978, but failed to 
trap any in this area. 

(Or der C.hiroptera, hats) 

No observations of bats were made, even on the few occasions when we 
remained on the property ctuite late in the evening, because of the 
possible danger of rabies, no attempt was made to set up mist nets to 
capture hats. 

Order Primates, Primates 

Family Fominidae, Men 

Man, Homo sapiens 

Various evidence of human presence on the property is discussed elsex^here 
in this report. 

Order Lagomorpha, Pikas, Fares, and Rabbit s 

Family Leporidae , Rabbits and Hares 

Fastern Cottontail, Fylvilagus floridanus mearnsii 

The apparent scarcity of cottontails on the property was difficult 
to explain, only one being seen in the western meadow on 23 Vugust 
1973. Also, tracks were noticed on Sassafras T.ane. Perhaps there is 
too much unbroken forest to suit this species here. 


. ....continued next page 


Order Podentia, Rodents 
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Family Sciuridae, Squirrels 

Eastern Chipmunk, Taroias striatus lysteri 


Probably one of the most numerous mammals of Spooky Follow, it was 
observed by us on almost every visit throughout the area. Habitats 
frequented varied from oak forest to Eastern Hemlock slopes- chipmunks 
were also observed all about the sand dunes north of the property. 

Woodchuck, Harmota monax rufescens 

Woodchucks appeared to be very scarce on the property, and none were 
seen nor heard. A skull was collected on the west boundary. Worth 
of the township road and south of the Carolinian loop three burrows, 
apparently unoccupied, were noted in May. North of the prooerty in the 
sand dunes another burrow, possibly fresh, was noted in August. 

Habitat on the sandy well-drained ridges should be ideal (Fnyder 1°31). 

Gray or Flack Squirrel, Sciurus carolinensis pennsylvanicua 

Observed, on the Oak Circles and along the township road" also 
heard in the oak-pine forest at the northwest end of the. Landon 
Trail. Found on hardwood knolls as well as in hemlock groves. 

Red Squirrel, Tamiasciurus hudsonicus loquax 

Recorded in white Pine and Fastern Hemlock stands near the entrance 
to the Landon Trail, north of Hern brook. and in the pines along the 
edge of the sandy uplands. Considered to occur sparingly in the 
Long Point area (Bnyder 1931). Feveral were also seen along the west 
boundary in an open pine-red. cedar-shrub association. 

Family Huridae, Rats, Nice, and Voles 

Deer House, Peromyscus maniculatus bairdii 

A specimen (No. 473 in R. C. p rooman collection) has been 
tentatively identified by us as being of this prairie and sand- 
beach subspecies. It was trapped in a sparsely-vegetated sandy 
clearing 30 feet from the main woodlot on the dunes north of the 
Landon Trail on 23-29 July. Compared with F. m. b aird i i from 
Frooman's collection and specimens from Long Point in the R.O.M. our 
specimen matches these ciuite closely in colour and skull character¬ 
istics except that the length of its ears and tail is a little long. 

White-footed ''louse, Peromyscus leucopus noveboracensis 

This was the small mammal most commonly trapped on the property. 

Eight specimens were taken in habitats ranging from the edge of Fern 
brook in a White Cedar-Eastern Hemlock-Hardwood stand (No. 481) to the 
pine-oak forest surrounding the northern sand dunes. An immature 
specimen (No. 472) was trapped deeo in the runway of a Pine Vole 
or H a i r y_tailed Mole. All specimens of this form were checked 
for the possibility of ]P. maniculatus gracilis. 


• • 
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Woodland or Pina Vole, Microtus pinetorum scalopsoides 

Runways probably belonging to this species were most often noticed 
in open grassy areas of woodland along the northern Landon Trail. ”ere the 
sandy loam preferred by this burrowing species was nresent. On 13-14 
July we tranped two specimens W-’os. 445 and 406) in areas also inhabited 
by the Fairy-tailed ’dole. The forest was mostly oak with some TT hite 
Pine. Although we suspected, from runways, the presence of these voles 
on the western pine-hardwood uplands, we were unable to trap them 
there. These records make the eleventh occurrence of this vole for 
Ontario (POM data) and the twelfth for Canada (Peterson 1966). The 
nearest previous Ontario locality recorded was at Port Rowan, 

Norfolk County, in 1953, in sandy soil (ROM Z/32763). 

Fami l y Ojnodidae, Jumning Mice and Jerboas 

Meadow Jumping M ouse, Zapus hudsonius canadensis 

T<T e saw two in the meadow west of the main entrance on 15 June, and 
trapped one on the muddy and grassy banks of the main stream in a cedar- 
hemlock stand on 13-14 July (^o. 463 in 3. C. Rrooman collection). This 
habitat would seem more typical for the T,7 oodland Jumning, Mouse. There is 
a previous record of the Meadow species from Fisher Glen (ROM). 

Woodland Jumping ’‘louse, Naoaeozapus insignis (subspecies?) 

On 28-29 July, we trapped a specimen (No. 473 in R. C. Rrooman 
collection) just west of the main entrance on a slight drv rise grown 
with ferns, young white Pine and hardwood thickets. The site was shaded, and 
with the water table near the surface. It was approximately 60 feet from 
the meadow, 40 feet from the main woods and about 300 feet from the stream. 
Previously the southernmost record for Ontario, as manped at the ROM 
was Freelton, Wentworth County, on the edge of the Beverly Fwamp. Although 
Banfield (1974) shows the range of this mouse as south to Lake Frie, 

Wrigley (1972) shows no records between Wentworth and the north shore of Ohio. 

Order Carnivora , Carnivores 

Family Canidae , Fogs 

« 

Coyote or ’’brush f’olf Canis latrans thamnos 

Mrs. M. Fhivas (ners. comm.) reported, that in past years there was a 
wolf den about 1/3 of the way north along the main trail. At a location 
marked on the accompanyinp' map, Fonaldson and I saw an adult covote on a 
hill at 1005 hours on 15 June. Peterson (1966) shows a locality record 
for the Norfolk Area. 

Family Procyonidae , Raccoons and Allies 

Raccoon, Procyon lotor lotor 

We noted tracks of raccoons at the entrance of the Landon Trail, south of 
the northern leg of the Oak Circles, along Fern Prook at its junction with 
Fisher Creek, and along the sandy township road. 
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Family M ustelidae, T,r easels and Allies 


Strined Skunk, M ephitis mephitis nigra 

TT e found no evidence of skunks on the oroperty but there mas a 
1°27 record, from Fisher flan (°nyder 1831). 

Order Artiodactyla , Cloven-hoofed or F V en -toed Ungulates 

Fam ily Cervidae t Deer 

White -tailed Deer : . Odocoileus virginianus borealis 

heer may have been exterminated in the Long Point area before 1870, 
since fnyder (19.31) mentions their reintroduction at that time. 

Fe states that they mere numerous by 1°27. TT e saw deer dronpin.es, fresh 
ones, only once on the sanctuary — near the meadow on the trail through 
the valley forest, on 15 June. Tracks were seen at the south end of the 
London Trail and along Fern Prook on 24 September. 

Fxcluding M an s this report, records 13 species of mammals definitely 
found on or adjacent to the sanctuary. In addition to these species, a number 
of others probably occur, including several bats, the Southern Flying Squirrel 
( r laucomys volans volans ) ,, the p ed Fox ( Vulpes vulnes fulva ), the Muskrat 
( Ondatra zibathicus zibethicus ) the Mink ( Mustela vison vison), and the 
Long-tailed Weasel (Mustela frenata noveboracensis ). Although the area is 
somewhat southern for them, and there are no POM Norfolk records, four other 
shrews may occur" the Masked (So rex cinereus cinereus ). the Smoky (Sorex 
fumeus fumeus ), the Water ( Sorex palustri s albibarbi s), and the Pygmy ( Micro- 
sorex hoyi hoyi ). The southern Least Shrew (Cryptotis parva parva ) has been 
taken at Long Point, and vie trapped the grassy meadow with it in mind. 

Mndoubtedly the Lynx ( Lynx l ynx canadensis ), the Snowshoe Hare ( Lepus 
americanus virginianus ) and perhaps the ^obcat (Lyns rufus — (subspecies?) 
except for the possible occasional wandering individual, have become extinct 
in the area. T,T apiti (Cervus elaphns canadensis ) after being exterminated along 
Lake Frie during the early settlement period were re-introduced to the area in 
1909 (Snyder 1931) but have not nersisted. Recently, a Cougar ( Fells concolor 
couguar ) has been reported in the Slmcoe area (Simcoe Reformer, 21 September" ' 
197S) but is probably an escaped animal (pers. data). 

The Virginia Opossum ( Djdelnhis virginiana virginiana ) and the European 
rT are (I. epus euronaeus hybridus ) have been recorded in the general area 
(Peterson 1966 and Snyder 1°31). A Padger ( Taxldea taxu s jacksoni ) was 
reported from Spooky Follow by members of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club. 

This fall a Cray Fox ( Frocyon cinereoargenteus subspecies?) was trapped in 
M orfolk Region (pers. data), and this southern species could occur as well, 
since heavy woods on sandy or rocky ridges seem to be its preferred habitat 
in southern Ontario. 

Fecause of the canture of the northern Woodland Jumping Mouse at Spooky 
Follow the isolated occurrence of other boreal small mammals at this site is 
possible. The Northern Flying Squirrel ( Glaucomys sabrinus maerotis ), the 
Woodland Deer ,T ouse (Reroroyscus maniculatus gracilis ), the Southern Pog 
Lemming (Synaptomys cooper! cooper! ) and Frmine or Rhort-tailed Weasel (Mustela 
erminea cicognanii ) may occur, since there is some suitable habitat. The" 
ranges of these species extend in places to the north shore of Lake Frie (see 
Peterson 1966 and p anfield 1975). 
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The Norway or Brown Rat ( Rattus norvegicus norvegicus ) and the Rouse 
'louse (Hus muscul us dome sti cus ) could also occur. 

It is obvious that there is a diverse and abundant mammalian fauna at 
Spooky Follow. If further intensive work were done on site, many of the 
additional 22 or so species might be recorded. Perhaps most significant is the 
fact that a southern or Carolinian species like the Pine Vole (see Peterson 
1966, 167) occurs almost side by side with the northern TT oodland Jumping 
House. It is interesting to note that despite the ROM survey work on mammals 
of Long Point and. vicinity (including ^isher Glen) for three months during 
1927 and 1925, five species recorded by us were unreported in the earlier 
survey. One of these species, the Pine Vole, is considered Pare in Canada 
(McTaggart-Cowan 1978). At none of these localities other than Spooky 
Follow does the species occur within a sanctuary, to the knowledge of the 
writer. 

Arrangement (except for alphabetically within a genus) follows Banfield's 
Mammals of Canada (1974), as does scientific nomenclature. 

.... Craig A. Campbell. 

************ _ __ 

Report of GENERAL MFFTING of FAMILTON NATURALISTS' CLUB, held at Royal 
_Botanical Gardens Centre, on Monday, February 12, 1979_ 


Over one hundred were at this meeting which included several welcome 
out-of-town Members and Visitors. Mr. Robert Curry, President, presided and 
had a host of announcements concerning future events and other matters related 
to our interests. 

Bruce Duncan, Conservation Director, showed sample nesting boxes and 
appealed to the members for assistance in producing these. He provided 
specification sheets for building the boxes and it is hoped that members 
will respond and produce a supply of Bluebird boxes especially for the Trail 
which Bruce and Bob Elstone wish to establish for this species — an admirable 
goal l 


Field Fvents Director, Bruce Mackenzie outlined data in the Club’s 
outdoor calendar. The T,7 ood Duck should be consulted for details. 

Dr. J. Bruce Falls, Professor of Zoology at the University of Toronto, 
Speaker for the evening, was introduced by Ford Smith, ^r. Falls has come to 
Hamilton on several occasions and never fails to provide a pleasurable and 
informative programme. Fis topic tonight "Fhy Do p irds Sing?' involved an 
educative film showing research on the subject, the behaviourial pattern of 
birds on their territories, their responses to introduced stimuli, all with a 
view to reaching, conclusion in answer to the title question. 

The film and Dr. Falls' explanations and replies to questions fielded from 
the audience, were of high quality. Mysteries were unveiled and one could 
conclude that personal observation and awareness right in our own backyard 
could further enlighten us on this facet of Bird- T,I atching. 

Refreshments were kindly prepared by Shirley Element and assistants 
following the programme. Barry Cherriere provided delightful bird pictures 
for the Club's Croup Show Screen in the foyer. Good conversation and renewal 
of frienships during the social hour, contributed to a highly successful evening. 

Marion S. Rhivas, Acting Sec. 


"A WINNER NEVER QUITS - A QUITTER NEVER WINS" 
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The WOOD DUCK is the official publication of the Hamilton Naturalists'll 
Club and is produced by volunteer members' of the Club. The WOOD DUCK | 
is published 9 times yearly'from September to May inclusive and .it is ;! 
mailed free to members.Contributions for publication are most welcome | 
and should be addressed to the Editor, Ron Hepworth, 259 Euston Road,| 
Burlington, Ont. L7L 4V8. Deadline for receipt of material is the 1st jj 
of the month preceding p\iblication date. Articles may be reprinted jj 
without permission but credit lines would be appreciated. Send Note- % 
worthy Bird Records to George North,857 Eagle Dr,Burlington,O ntL7T?A3.p 
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